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Excerpt: Make New Topsoil

Andy asked, “But doesn’t the soil go all the way down to China?”  

The smart neighbor lady replied, “No, it doesn’t, Andy. The earth is made up of many layers. Crops can only grow well in the top layer of organic, rich, dark colored soil called topsoil. In fields that grow crops, the topsoil layer might vary from a few inches to several feet deep, depending on how hilly the field is and how much soil has already been lost.” 

 “Can’t farmers make more topsoil?” Mika asked.

“Nature can make more topsoil. Soil comes from broken up pieces of rock, dead leaves, tree limbs, dead bugs-those kinds of things,” the neighbor lady explained. “The problem is it takes one hundred to one thousand years to make one inch of topsoil.”

Andy exclaimed, “One thousand years! That’s a long time.”

