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Excerpt: Composting

The Ugly Gardener asked the kids if they knew what composting was. Mika said, “Yes, we learned about it in school. That’s where you put stuff from nature; oh, yeh, the teacher called it organic material, in a pile to decompose or breakdown. All sorts of bugs, worms, and micro organisms work to do the decomposing. That’s the part Andy would like. When it is all done in a few months, it looks like soil and the teacher says it is full of nutrients to help plants grow.”

Andy said, “Grandpa has a compost bin. He puts leaves, sticks, and grass clippings in the bin. Hey, that’s what we are putting in our no-till garden!”

The Ugly Gardener offered Andy and Mika high fives and said, “You are getting it, kids! We are going to layer the sticks, leaves, and grass clippings on top of the newspapers. We are making a low compost pile. The pile will provide mulch for the garden until it decomposes then it will provide nutrients for your plants”







